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HIGHLIGHTS 




• IHEC Announces Results of Manual Recount Ballots Cast in Baghdad (POLITICAL, 
page 4) 



• New Leadership Announced for Terrorist Umbrella Group ISI (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Iraq's Foreign Affairs Ministry Reopens (DIPLOMATIC, page 11) 



• Chinese Firm Accepts Iraqi Terms and Wins Contract from First Bid Round 
(ECONOMIC, page 13) 
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IHEC completes Baghdad ballot recount 



Iraqiya Maintains Lead in Baghdad Ballot Recount: 

• Iraq's Independent Election Commission (IHEC) announced on May 16 that the 
results of the manual recount of parliamentary election ballots cast in Baghdad 
indicate that former Prime Minister Iyad Allawi's Iraqiya coalition has maintained a 
two-seat lead. The 11 -day manual recount of 2.5 million votes reaffirmed that Iraqiya 
won 91 seats, while Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's State of Law coalition won 89 
seats. According to IHEC spokesman Qassim al-Aboudi the ballot results will be 
published on May 17 and anyone with objections would subsequently have three days 
to file an appeal. After the appeal period is over the results will be sent to the Supreme 
Court for certification. 
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POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education | 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 1 
Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs 




Vlinister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan al- 
Dulaymi 




Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 










Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 



Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 



NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 
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POLITICAL - Refiigee Update 



■ There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

■ In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

■ Since the program's inception in FY07, 45,395 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. 
for resettlement. 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 
program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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New insurgent leadership announced as security forces foil World Cup plot 



New Leadership Announced for Terrorist Umbrella Group ISIt 

• The Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) announced the replacements for their two highest- 
ranking leaders who were both killed in April. Abu Baker al-Baghdadi al-Husseini al- 
Qurashi was chosen as the umbrella group's new emir and Abu Abdullah al-Hassani al- 
Qurashi has been tapped as the new deputy and prime minister. 

AQI Announces New Minister of War; Vows to Continue Attacks: 

• A statement posted on a jihadist web forum by al-Qaida in Iraq (AQI) has named al- 
Nasser Lideen Allah Abu Suleiman as the new "minister of war" for the Islamic State of 
Iraq (ISI). ISI is the insurgent umbrella group of which AQI is a member. In the 
posting translated by the SITE Intelligence Group, "Abu Suleiman declared the launch 
of a new campaign against Iraq's military and police as well as the country's majority 
Shi'ites in revenge for the death of al Qaeda in Iraq's leaders and what he called abuse of 
Sunni Muslims in Iraqi prisons." 
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New insurgent leadership announced as security forces foil World Cup plot 



Iraqi Security Forces Uncover Alleged World Cup Terrorist Plot; Detain AQ Suspect: 

• Iraqi Security Forces detained an al-Qaida (AQ) militant believed to have planned a terrorist 
attack targeting the World Cup, which takes place next month in South Africa. Baghdad 
security spokesman Major General Qassim al-Moussawi told a news conference that the 
suspect "was planning to bomb the holy shrines in Najaf and Kerbala. . .and he was planning a 
terrorist act in South Africa during the World Cup." Moussawi said that the suspect, Abdullah 
Azam Saleh al-Qahtani, a former Saudi army lieutenant, is believed to have participated in 
several other attacks within Iraq. 

Sadr City Car Bomb Kills Nine: 

• Nine people are dead following a car bombing in Sadr City, a Shi'a neighborhood in Baghdad. 
Officials believe the bomb detonated prematurely as reporting indicates the vehicle was in 
motion at the time it exploded, possibly en route to a different target. Three militants inside 
the van were killed in addition to the nine civilians. Elsewhere, a roadside bomb killed one 
and wounded eight, including five police officers, near a police patrol in Baghdad. 

Sunni Cleric Critical of AQ Murdered: 

• A Sunni cleric, Sheikh Abdullah Shakoor al-Salhy, the imam of Saadiya village, was beheaded 
after gunmen wearing Iraqi military uniforms raided his family home in Diyala province. The 
cleric had openly criticized AQin a recent speech he gave at a local mosque. 
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Iraqi Foreign Ministry reopens 



Iraq's Foreign Affairs Ministry Rcopcnst 

• Iraqi and foreign diplomats gathered in an ornate hall of the reconstructed Foreign 
Ministry building on May 19, to celebrate the reopening of Iraq's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The ceremony came nine months to the day after "Black Wednesday," when a 
coordinated bombing attack by militant Sunni extremists killed more than one 
hundred people, including dozens of Ministry of Foreign Affairs employees. Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki called the rapid reconstruction of the ministry building a 
"defiant response to those who would destroy Iraqi life." 

Kuwait Returns 1991 Iraqi War Dead: 

• Kuwait returned to Iraq the remains of 55 Iraqi soldiers killed in the Gulf War in 1991, 
a month after they were found in a mass grave. An official in Iraq's Human Rights 
Ministry said the remains were found together in a grave in the Mutlaa area in 
northern Kuwait and 12 of the 55 had been identified. Mahdi al-Temimi, an official in 
Iraq's Human Rights Ministry, said "This is the fifth time we have received remains of 
Iraqi soldiers from Kuwait and we have received more than 100 so far." A Kuwaiti 
embassy official said Iraq had handed over the remains of 280 Kuwaitis killed during 
the Gulf War, but that more than 360 Kuwaitis and others who lived in Kuwait when 
Iraq invaded are still unaccounted for. 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $73.93/barrel Dated Brent at $79.5 1 /barrel 

WTI Cushing at $74.97/barrel Oman/Dubai at $80.39/barrel 

I r a c| Crude Oil Production and Exports 

3.00 




0.50 



— i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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— ■ — Production — ■ — Exports 

Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $19 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas J Bs». 

Chinese- led consortium accepts Iraqi terms from first bid round to successfully acquire 
fields, one of which was occupied by Iran in December 2009 

Chinese Firm Accepts Iraqi Terms and Wins Contract from First Bid Round: 
• Hong Kong's China National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) resubmitted a bid 
from the first bid round in January 2010; the resubmitted bid was approved by Iraq's 
Council of Ministers. The deal was for the Maysan oil fields, which includes the fields 
of Abu Ghurab, Buzurgan, and Fakka. (Fakka was briefly occupied by Iranian forces in 
December 2009.) Three of the eleven contracts signed with international companies are 
led by Chinese consortia. "Iraqis now have the right to feel proud about the huge 
achievements in developing the oil industry," Iraqi Oil Minister Husayn al-Shahristani 
said at the signing ceremony in Baghdad. "This is something we've been looking for a 
long time," said Yang Hua, the president of CNOOC. "We are more than willing to 
share our experience with the people of Iraq in the process of developing the oil and gas 
infrastructure." 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas yjj 

Chinese- led consortium accepts Iraqi terms from first bid round to successfully acquire 
fields, one of which was occupied by Iran in December 2009 

Turkish Petroleum Corporation Joins Consortium to Develop Maysan Oil Fields: 
• A senior Iraqi Oil Ministry official announced that the Turkish Petroleum Corp 
(TPAO) will join Hong Kong's CNOOC Ltd. in developing Iraq's Maysan oil fields of 
Abu Ghurab, Buzurgan, and Fakka. "The ministry has agreed to a request submitted 
by TPAO to join the consortium led by CNOOC to develop Missan oil fields," said 
Sabah Abdul Kadhem al-Saadi, head of the legal and commercial office at the ministry's 
Petroleum Contracts and Licensing Directorate. 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



1 Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 




Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 


Price (USD) 


$83.39 


$82.32 


$81.53 


$64.50 


Yield 


7.51% 


7.64% 


7.72% 


10.32% 
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ECONOMIC - Finance 




Islamic bank seeks to expand services in Iraq 



Ashur International Bank Seeks to Offer Islamic Financing Services and Products in Iraq: 
• Iraq's Ashur International Bank is looking to open Islamic banking services in Iraq due to 
a growing interest in Islamic (Sharia) compliant financing. Ashur Bank Chairman Wadea 
al-Handal noted that the bank is waiting for approval from Iraq's Central Bank to offer 
Islamic banking services and that it submitted an application for the development six 
months ago. "There is certainly clear interest in the Islamic market in Iraq but it is still a 
new idea for many," he said. Iraq's banking environment is dominated by state-owned 
banks with private banking largely relegated to deposit services and some personal 
lending. Al-Handal said the bank is seeking to expand from its primary function as an 
investment bank and to "offer more lending services and retail products on a Sharia- 
compliant basis in order to tap growing interest in the market." He added that the 
revitalization of Islamic finance in Iraq will be dependent on the Central Bank's 
modification of tax regulations and loosening regulation between conventional and 
Islamic banking. 
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Public Services - Electrici 



Daily Electricity Supply from the Grid and Estimated Daily Demand 
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• Electricity supply from the grid May 10-16 was 1% below the same period in 2009 
and met 68% of estimated demand, compared with 72% for the year-earlier period. 
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Ninewa Journalists' Roundtable Send-Off 



Ninewa 





Wasit 





'...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 



Recent Highlights 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



PRT Ninewa held a Journalists' Roundtable send-off for 1 1 journalists 
participating in the "Ninewa Journalist Leaders Management and Advocacy 
Training Abroad" program. The five-day event takes place in Beirut and is being 
hosted by the Lebanese American University's Institute for Media Training and 
Research. The Iraqi journalists will attend training in newsroom management, 
talk-show production, online media, and press freedom and advocacy. Attendees 
will also meet with prominent Lebanese journalists and visit Lebanese news 
outlets. 

A media event at the al-Karada Hospital covered the handover of supplies to the 
Wasit medical community for use in burn care. The equipment was provided by 
PRT Wasit and included two Dermatome machines and enough supplies for 250 
skin grafts. The PRT will also train local medical professionals in proper burn- 
care techniques. This is the first time this technology has been available to Wasit 
residents. Members of the Wasit provincial council, local medical professionals, 
and the Director General of Health were present at the event, which received 
extensive media coverage. 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 
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Reuters, May 17, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSALS7356l7 
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